
 
Collaborative Learning Spaces 
As a way to support students in collaboration, we need to rethink the learning spaces in 
which our students live every day. Flexible and agile furniture, along with different break 
out spaces and places to work are essential.  Collaboration can be seen working 
together with creating and communicating knowledge environments, since “innovation 
or knowledge is moved from abstract to a product and can be shared information,” as  
as highlighted in ​In Sync: Environmental Behavior Research and the Design of Learning 
Spaces.  
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What is collaboration? 
We often use the term ​collaboration ​to describe the simple act of working with others. True                
collaboration, however, requires more than individuals working together; it must also have a             
clear purpose. Thus, 
  

 
Collaboration is a key skill for success in the 21st Century workplace. In virtually every 
career, people are required to work in teams to accomplish tasks that are too complex 



or too large for individuals to complete on their own. Moreover, research on innovation 
suggests that the ideas we develop in concert with others are more likely to be viable 
solutions to real-world problems.  
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